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As the leading provider of  formative
assessments to UK schools for over 
35 years, GL Assessment aims to support
schools in achieving better outcomes for
every pupil.

J

Our services to customers
GL Assessment aims to give customers the best possible
service. To help make ordering straightforward and hassle
free, we offer:

• Expert advice and a friendly telephone ordering service.
Monday – Friday 8.30am – 5.00pm (excluding Bank
Holidays) on 0330 123 5375.

• Area specific Assessment Consultants who can discuss 
our latest assessments with you. Visit 
gl-assessment.co.uk/consultants to find out more.

• No credit card required – we invoice your school directly.

• Fast, reliable delivery.

• A comprehensive online shop where you can browse and
buy resources at gl-assessment.co.uk.
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Introduction to the 
Cognitive Abilities Test: Fourth Edition (CAT4)

CAT4 is the fourth edition of GL Assessment’s
well established Cognitive Abilities Test, the
UK’s most widely used test of reasoning
abilities.

Used by over 50% of UK secondary schools, CAT4 is
designed to support schools in understanding pupils’
developed abilities, likely academic potential and learning
preferences. It does this by assessing a pupil’s ability to
reason with and manipulate different types of material
through a series of Verbal, Non-verbal, Quantitative and
Spatial Reasoning tasks. Results from CAT4 can help in
intervention, monitoring progress and setting targets for
future attainment. Aimed at pupils between 7:06 to 17+
years, CAT4 is available in both paper and digital formats
and can be administered individually or in a group setting. 

While the premise of CAT4 has remained exactly the
same, we have made some significant changes to the new
edition based on the latest cognitive research and
extensive customer feedback. One of the most exciting
features of CAT4 is the development of a brand new suite
of reports, offering richer and more comprehensive
assessment data. Users can select from a range of eight
new reports with specific audiences in mind and the
inclusion of more narrative makes the reports much easier
to read and understand. As for the test itself, one of the
main changes is an increased focus on spatial ability with
the introduction of a separate test battery. To ensure
rigour CAT4 was standardised on 25,000 Primary and
Secondary pupils in Autumn 2011.

NEED
MORE ADVICE?

For help and advice or
to arrange a no-obligation

demonstration of CAT4, 
please call 0330 123 5375 

or send an email to
interest@gl-assessment.co.uk.

Contents

1 – Introduction to CAT4
2 – CAT4 Reports Overview
4 – CAT4 Group report for teachers
17 – CAT4 Individual report for teachers
25 – CAT4 Individual report for students
31 – CAT4 Individual report for parents
36 – CAT4 Summary report for senior

leaders

T: 0330 123 5375    gl-assessment.co.uk/cat4
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Communicating CAT4 results
through dynamic reports

Following extensive market research and
customer feedback on CAT3, we have
developed a brand new suite of reports for
CAT4. These new reports are not only tailored
to specific audiences but offer richer and far
more comprehensive assessment data. You
can view examples throughout this booklet.

Users of both the paper and digital editions of CAT4 will

automatically receive a Group report for teachers as part

of GL Assessment’s Scoring and Analysis Service and

through Testwise (please note that CAT4 paper users

must subscribe to the Scoring and Analysis Service as

CAT4 is no longer available for hand scoring). The user-

friendly Group report for teachers provides a group level

analysis of the selected group or cohort of pupils and is a

much richer and more comprehensive report than the

current CAT3 Group report. In addition, users can also

choose from a range of seven additional reports, which

can be purchased separately. 

The inclusion of more narrative makes the reports much

easier to read and understand, supporting the

interpretation of the data further. Designed with specific

audiences in mind, the reports appear in a range of

different formats from PowerPoint® presentations for

school leadership teams and governing bodies to easy-to-

understand reports for parents and pupils. These explain

what the data mean and how pupils can be supported in

their learning, both at home and at school.

Users of both the CAT4 paper and digital editions will

automatically receive the:

•  CAT4 Group report for teachers

In addition, users will be able to choose from a range of

seven additional reports, which can be purchased

separately:

•  CAT4 Individual report for teachers 

•  CAT4 Individual report for students

•  CAT4 Individual report for parents

•  CAT4 Summary report for senior leaders

•  CAT4 Summary presentation for senior leaders (this is in

PowerPoint® format)

•  CAT4 Excel® report

•  CAT4 Cluster report.

Examples of the brand new suite of reports are featured

throughout this booklet.

“Students’ CAT scores are an essential
part of getting the target setting process
right as they provide us with a wealth of
information on each child’s individual
strengths and weaknesses.”

Des Deehan, Deputy Head Teacher at Weald of Kent

Grammar.
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CAT4 Group report for teachers

The CAT4 Group report for teachers is a
comprehensive report that provides a group
level analysis of a selected group or cohort of
pupils. It can be used by any practitioner, be
it a subject teacher, form teacher, head of
year, learning support practitioner or gifted
and talented coordinator. The report will help
when communicating results and,
importantly, learning biases among pupils in
different teaching groups. This may allow
those with similar or contrasting profiles to
be taught together with mutual benefits.

The report includes:

•  An assessment overview – An easy to understand

overview with details of why CAT4 is used, with

examples of questions from each part of the test.

•  Scores for the group – A simple table highlighting key

group scores. It outlines the individual pupil names,

number of questions they have each attempted, their

Standard Age Scores (SAS) and their Group Ranking

(GR).

•  Analysis of group scores (by battery) – Analysis of

group’s scores by battery, presented in easy-to-use

tables allowing users to compare their pupils’ results

with the national sample.

•  Student profiles – A new colour-coded chart shows the

distribution of a group of pupils across seven profile

types, indicating their preference for learning. This

section then explains the general characteristics of each

profile type, compares group results to the national

sample and lists the individual pupil names within each

profile. The Individual report for teachers then takes this

to the next stage, with actionable implications for

teaching and learning provided for each pupil.

•  Indicators – Group indicator tables are provided for

Retrospective KS2, KS3, GCSE for 30 subjects, AS level

for 26 subjects and A level for 24 subjects. CAT4 now

provides two levels of indicators – ‘most likely’ and ‘if

challenged’ – the level a pupil could reach with

additional effort and challenge, which is helpful when

discussing the targets they should be working towards.

Indicators and pointers are provided for IB Middle Years

and IB Diploma and CBSE (coming soon).

5 – What is CAT4- Level D
6 – What is CAT4 continued
7 – Scores for the group- Level D
8 – Analysis of group scores- Level D
9 – Student profiles- Level D
10 – General characteristics of each

student profile- Level D
11 – Retrospective KS2 indicators
12 – KS3 indicators- Level D
13 – GCSE indicators- Level D
14 – GCSE indicators continued- Level D
15 – AS/A levels indicators- Level F
16 – AS/A Level indicator- Level F
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This report follows on from the
Student profiles report (previous
page) and lists each pupil by name
under their profile type
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CAT4 Individual report for teachers

18 – Why use CAT4?- Level D
19 – Individual scores and profile summary 

for Connor Gibson- Level D
21 – KS3 indicators for Connor Gibson- 

Level D
22 – GCSE indicators for Connor Gibson-

Level D
23 – AS level indicators for Grace Kentish-

Level E
24 – A Level indicators for Grace Kentish-

Level E

CAT4 Individual report for teachers

The CAT4 Individual report for teachers
provides in-depth analysis of an
individual pupil’s results along with a
focus on how they can be helped to
achieve their potential. The narrative that
is now part of the report includes
implications for teaching and learning,
which offer brief insights into how
different levels of ability combined with
learning preferences may affect a pupil’s
learning. It is hoped that simple
adjustments based on CAT4 results and
other information about the pupils can
improve outcomes. It can be used by any
practitioner, be it a subject teacher, form
teacher, head of year, learning support
practitioner or gifted and talented
coordinator.

The report includes:

•  An assessment overview – An easy to understand
overview with details of why CAT4 is used, with
examples of questions from each part of the test.

•  Example results – A visual guide to the scores table
with an explanation of what is being shown and
definitions where required.

•  Scores – A detailed breakdown of scores for each pupil,
including their Standard Age Scores (SAS) with
confidence bands, National Percentile Rank, stanines
and Group Ranking (GR).

•  Profile summary – A pupil’s score is plotted on the
profile chart and a dynamic explanation of their profile
type is given.

•  Implications for teaching and learning – Based on the
pupil’s CAT4 scores, dynamic narrative outlines how the
pupil can best be supported by teachers to ensure they
achieve their potential.

•  Indicators – Indicator table(s) are provided for KS3,
GCSE for 30 subjects and AS/A Levels for 11 subjects.
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CAT4 Individual report for students

The CAT4 Individual report for students
provides pupils with an explanation of
their CAT4 results and where their
strengths and weaknesses lie. It is
important for all pupils to understand
that the information gained from CAT4
testing can form the basis of plans for
their future development, which they
themselves can take some control over.
The report not only promotes self-
reflection, but provides pupils with ideas
for maximising their learning
preferences.

The report includes:

•  An assessment overview – An easy to understand
overview with details of why CAT4 is used, with
examples of questions from each part of the test.

•  Scores – A pupil-friendly overview of their scores for
each test battery, showing whether they are below
average, average or above average – enabling the pupil
to see where their strengths and weaknesses lie.

•  Summary – A series of bullet points explain to the pupil
what their CAT4 scores show and offer
recommendations of how they can nurture their
strengths and improve on their weaker areas.

•  Indicators – Pupil-friendly table(s) provide indicators of
future attainment at KS3, GCSE for 30 subjects and
AS/A Level for 11 subjects. Comparisons across subject
areas can be made easily.

26  – Individual scores for Niamh Ernst-
Level D

27  – KS3 indicators for Niamh Ernst-
Level D

28  – GCSE indicators for test pupil-
Level D

29  – AS/A level indicators for test pupil-
Level E



CAT4 Individual report for students

26

In the table above, the yellow shading represents the average range.
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CAT4 Individual report for students

For AS levels:
Accounting and Finance, Art and Design, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Critical Thinking, Design and Technology,
Drama, Economics, English Language, English Literature, French, General Studies, Geography, Government and Politics,
History, ICT and Computing, Law, Mathematics, Media Studies, Physical Education, Physics, Psychology, Religious Studies,
Sociology, Spanish.

For A levels: 
Art and Design, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Classical Civilisation, Design and
Technology, Drama, Economics, English Language, English Literature, French, General
Studies, Geography, Government and Politics, History, ICT and Computing, Maths, Media
Studies, Music, Physical Education, Physics, Psychology, Religious Studies, Sociology.

Pointers are provided for
IB Middle Years and IB
Diploma and CBSE
(coming soon).
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CAT4 Individual report for parents

The CAT4 Individual report for parents
provides parents with an overview of
CAT4, an explanation of their child’s
results and where their strengths and
weaknesses lie. Developed to support
the routine reporting to parents, the
narrative text included within the report
is designed to help parents understand
their child’s profile of results and what
actions they can take to further their
learning. In this way, CAT4 can be used as
an effective tool for reinforcing school-
based learning activities at home.

The report includes:

•  An assessment overview – An easy to understand
overview with details of why CAT4 is used, with
examples of questions from each part of the test.

•  Scores – A parent-friendly overview of their child’s
scores for each test battery, showing whether they are
below average, average or above average enabling the
parent to see where their strengths and weaknesses lie.

•  Summary – A profile description with written
recommendations to help improve parent
understanding of their child’s learning preference, with
suggestions for how to offer support at home.

•  Indicators – Parent-friendly table(s) provide indicators
of future attainment at KS3, GCSE and AS/A Level and
comparisons across subject areas can be made easily.
For KS3, an explanation of the National Curriculum
levels is provided.

31 – What is CAT4- Level D
32 – Individual scores for Connor

Gibson- Level D
33 – KS3 indicators for Connor

Gibson- Level D
34 – GCSE indicators for scores for

test pupil- Level D
35 – AS/A level indicators for test

pupil- Level E
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In the table above, the yellow shading represents the average range.
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CAT4 Individual report for parents

For AS levels:
Accounting and Finance, Art and Design, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Critical Thinking, Design and Technology,
Drama, Economics, English Language, English Literature, French, General Studies, Geography, Government and Politics,
History, ICT and Computing, Law, Mathematics, Media Studies, Physical Education, Physics, Psychology, Religious Studies,
Sociology, Spanish.

For A levels:
Art and Design, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Classical Civilisation, Design and
Technology, Drama, Economics, English Language, English Literature, French, General Studies,
Geography, Government and Politics, History, ICT and Computing, Maths, Media Studies,
Music, Physical Education, Physics, Psychology, Religious Studies, Sociology.

Pointers are provided
for IB Middle Years and
IB Diploma and CBSE
(coming soon).
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CAT4 Summary report for
senior leaders

The CAT4 Summary report for senior
leaders provides high level analysis of a
selected cohort or group’s performance
against the national average. The report
is designed for use by head teachers,
senior leadership teams and governing
bodies. It is important to recognise that
CAT4 results can be relevant to a range
of other professionals who are involved
with pupils’ welfare and development
and therefore this report provides an
overall snapshot of a cohort/group’s
ability. Some colleagues may have a
limited knowledge of testing and so the
introductory text that forms part of the
report will be useful in giving a quick
overview and an example of the test
material in CAT4.

The report includes:

•  An assessment overview – An easy to understand
overview with details of why CAT4 is used, with
examples of questions from each part of the test.

•  Group Analysis – A detailed analysis of the
cohort/group scores compared to the national average,
with analysis by battery, gender and ethnicity, and
further options available as specified.

•  Student Profiles – A profile chart indicating the learning
preferences for all pupils in the cohort/group with
supporting explanations.

•  Indicators – Group indicator tables showing likely
distribution of levels/grades and percentage of cohort
expected to obtain certain levels/grades.

•  Note, a Summary presentation for senior leaders is also
available in PowerPoint® format, ideal for sharing key
findings with a wider audience.

37  – Group analysis by battery- Level D
38  – Group analysis by gender- Level D
39  – Group analysis by special

educational need- Level D
40  – Distribution of scores by English as

an additional language
41  – Student profiles- Level D
42  – General characteristics of each

student profile- Level D
43  – KS3 indicators- Level D
44  – GCSE indicators- Level D
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Group analysis
is available for other

criteria such as gender,
ethnicity, free school meals,
special educational needs

and English as an additional
language.
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CAT4 Summary report for senior leaders
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Area Consultants

In addition to your Area Consultant, there
is now a dedicated member of the
Customer Services Team for each area of
the UK that can help with your enquiries.
Please see opposite for details.

For further information on each area,
please visit:
gl-assessment.co.uk/consultants

Area Consultants Scotland
Scott Campbell Area advisor: James Fisher
Mobile: 07551 171 329 0330 123 5375
Email: Scott.Campbell@gl-assessment.co.uk

Northern Ireland
Janice Forbes Area Advisor: Ananette Odey
Mobile: 07787 280 784 0330 123 5375
Email: Janice.Forbes@gl-assessment.co.uk

Republic of Ireland
Rebecca Garven Area Advisor: Patsy Jones
Mobile: 087-9761 265 0330 123 5375
Email: Rebecca.Garven@gl-assessment.ie

North West England
Andrew Gill Area Advisor: Darryl Clayton
Mobile: 07884 664 178 0330 123 5375
Email: Andrew.Gill@gl-assessment.co.uk

Northern East England
Daniel Seton Area Advisor: Melissa King
Mobile: 07810 756 113 0330 123 5375
Email: Daniel.Seton@gl-assessment.co.uk

Wales
Nikki Kidd Area Advisor: Mandy Pritchard
Mobile: 07887 663 354 0330 123 5375
Email: Nikki.Kidd@gl-assessment.co.uk

West Midlands & Birmingham
Clare Robinson Area Advisor: Patsy Jones
Mobile:07920 831 278 0330 123 5375
Email: Clare.Robinson@gl-assessment.co.uk

East Midlands
Tina Plail Area Advisor: Loraine Philpott
Mobile: 07500 605 577 0330 123 5375
Email: Tina.Plail@gl-assessment.co.uk

North London
Andrew Wright Area Advisor: Loraine Philpott
Mobile: 07810 654 676 0330 123 5375
Email: Andrew.Wright@gl-assessment.co.uk

Central London
Nikki Scarisbrick Area Advisor: Deborah Wales
Mobile: 07889 530 164 0330 123 5375
Email: Nikki.Scarisbrick@gl-assessment.co.uk

South West England
Mike Boyce Area Advisor: Deborah Wales
Mobile: 07734 129 326 0330 123 5375
Email: Mike.Boyce@gl-assessment.co.uk

South East England
Masoom Noor Area Advisor: Ananette Odey
Mobile: 07717 763 813 0330 123 5375
Email: Masoom.Noor@gl-assessment.co.uk



GL Assessment
1st Floor Vantage London, Great West Road, Brentford TW8 9AG   
Tel 020 8996 3333   Fax 020 8742 8767    email interest@gl-assessment.co.uk gl-assessment.co.uk G

L1
6

6
7


